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CAPITOL AVENUE LIGHT RAIL PROJECT

ork on the Santa Clara Valley
Transit Authority’s multi-year,
multi-million dollar Light Rail
Transit (LRT) expansion pro-
ject continues at a furious
pace, with new tracks wind-
ing their way through the
Silicon Valley on a regular basis.

While R&L Brosamer crews complete the
Tasman East Extension (featured in the
spring 2002 newsletter), another crew, head-
ed up by Project Manager Mike Ostrom, is
working on a 3.5-
mile segment of
San Jose’s Capitol
Avenue, stretching
from Greengate
Road to Capitol
Expressway, that
will become a part
of the expansive
VTA Light Rail sys-
tem.

The Capitol
Avenue Light Rail
Project (Job 32)
calls for 3.5 miles
of road widening
and development
to accommodate
the surface level
train track that will
run down the cen-
ter of Capitol

Slipforming
VTA header.

Avenue. This includes road excavation and
preparation for the tracks, development at 15
street crossings, and the construction of four
train stations, one bridge and a retaining
wall.

Unusual in many respects, Job 32 also
presents new opportunities for the team,
including installation of underground sani-
tary, sewer and storm drains; flatwork includ-
ing sidewalks, curbs and gutters; and founda-
tion construction for the overhead electrical
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cantenary system that oper-
ates the trains.

In April 2001, the VTA
awarded the $37 million con-
tract to R&L Brosamer, Inc.
Design problems and utility
relocation conflicts delayed
the start of construction.
More than 250 change orders
added another $6 million to
the contract value. Finally,
work began May 2001, with
an expected completion date
in spring 2004.

Joining Mike and Structure
Superintendent Rocky
Romero are Jack Beale,
Underground Foreman; Jay
Smith, Grading Foreman;
Cuco Gonzales, Concrete
Foreman; Tom Pham,
Structure Foreman; Dave
Doud, Master Mechanic;
Richard Doud, responsible for
pouring structures and fin-
ished concrete work; Mark
Harrington, Project Engineer,
Jason Crumbley, Safety and
Quantity Engineer; Virginia
Nafiez, Administrative
Assistant.

Our major subcontractors
are H&H Engineering for the
track work. San Jose Signal

Setting cable
trough at _~
Pentencia .

NS

Electric for reconfiguring traf-
fic signals and street lighting.
Royal Electric has the com-
munication conduit while
O’Grady Paving is doing the
street reconstruction.

The first order of business
was to divert traffic away
from the widening work on
each side of the road, one
side at a time.

Since the underground
sewer and drain system cur-
rently runs down the center
of Capitol Avenue, the crew is
installing the new under-
ground along the outside of
the street to prevent accessi-
bility problems in the future
once the light rail track is in
place.

“Getting the underground

Excavation
and
shoring
under
traffic.

work done really dictates the
schedule. Doing it ourselves
— which is something we’ve
never done before as a com-
pany — gives us the upper
hand on moving the job
along,” said Mike, who adds
that the flatwork — side-
walks, curbs and gutters — is
also something new for the
crews. “There’s been a learn-
ing curve, but it’s all going
very well.”

Upon completion, there
will be 90,000 yards of road-
way excavation, 19,000 lineal
feet of storm drain, 13,200
lineal feet of sanitary sewer,
113,000 square feet of side-
walk, 14,400 lineal feet of
curb and gutter, and 27,700
lineal feet of concrete header

Construction of concrete header. The barrier
that separates train tracks and roadway.

or vertical curb — the barrier
separating the train tracks
and the roadway.

At each of the 15 busy
street crossings along the
north/southbound Capitol
Avenue, trains will cross at
surface level.

“We detour traffic, remove
the existing intersection and
have the new one paved in a
reasonable time for traffic,”
Mike says. “We’re doing the
major intersections on
around-the-clock shifts
throughout the weekends,
starting Friday night so they
can be opened Monday morn-
ings.”
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While crews work on the
underground and flatwork at
various locations, other crews
are working on excavation
and preparation for the cen-
ter rail line, installation of the
underdrain system and con-
struction of four stations and
the LRT foundations for the
train’s overhead electrical
system.

“We’re grinding up the old
existing asphalt and reusing
that material as sub-ballast
under the train tracks,” says
Mike. “We put down six inch-
es of sub-ballast, then trench
down through the center and
put in an underdrain system
— 18,000 lineal feet of
underdrain — to collect the
water.

“We put down a filter fab-
ric to keep out mud and dirt,
and on top of that, we put
down the first lift of ballast. A
sub puts down the ties, rail
and final lift of ballast to get
the rail line to the proper
grade.”

To drill the holes for the
LRT signal foundations, the
crew secured a drill attach-
ment to a John Deere 710
backhoe. Construction of the
154 foundations will require
2,000 lineal feet of concrete.

The four LRT stations, pre-
cast box girder bridge, and
small retaining wall will
require 1,800 cubic yards of
structure concrete. Three of
the stops — Berryessa,
Penitencia and McKee — will
actually have two stations
each; one for each direction.
The fourth stop, Alum Rock,
will have one station in the
center of both tracks.

“Considering all the com-
ponents of this project, the
work’s moving along nicely,”
says Mike. “We’ve got great
foremen and great crews and
the job is in very good
hands.”

At Job 32 (I to r) Dave Doud, Mike Ostrom, Jay

Smith.

Continuous rail ready for top ballast.

Field office employees
(I to r) Mike Ostrom,
Mark Harrington,
Jason Crumbley,
Virginia Nanez.



